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• ASIRT is strengthening road safety legislation in the Bloomberg Philanthropies RS10 countries by 
advocating to improve road safety laws and enforcement. 

• ASIRT-Kenya helped secure high-level government support to improve helmet safety standards and 
is currently working to develop safer conditions around schools. Read more about Bright Oywaya, 
ASIRT-Kenya's executive director, and her efforts to improve conditions for those disabled by road 
traffic crashes. 

• Like the ASIRT Facebook page and check out the new and exciting updates. 

On July 31, the Prime Minister of Turkey signed a circular announcing a Decade of Action Road Safety Plan 
aimed to dramatically reduce road fatalities in the next ten years. This announcement held particular 
significance and poignancy for me as it occurred shortly after a visit to Turkey where I met with key political 
road stakeholders and commemorated Aron's birthday at a plaque in his memory on the grounds of the U.S. 
Embassy in Ankara. Read more. 
 
Thank you for your support, encouragement and guidance which enable ASIRT to continue its ongoing 
efforts to save precious lives. 

Sincerely, 

 
Rochelle Sobel 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Safe Travel Tips 
When planning your end-of-summer vacations or upcoming fall get-aways, here are some tips to help keep 
your travels safe, whether travelling domestically or abroad: 

• Know Before you Go: Familiarize yourself with local roads, laws, culture, hazards and conditions. 
Choose the safest form of transportation. 

• If driving, be aware of construction, pedestrians, animals, unexpected obstructions and sudden 
winding roads. 

• Pedestrians and Cyclists: Wear reflective clothing and gear and stay hydrated. 
• If renting, choose well-maintained vehicles that include functional safety belts, lights and air bags. 

Become familiar with vehicle controls before driving. 
• Check tire pressure, treads, and surfaces. Do not confuse maximum inflation pressure (on tire) with 

recommended inflation pressure (in owner's manual or label in vehicle). 
• In fog and wet weather, turn lights on and open window to listen for traffic. If the car hydroplanes, 

ease off the gas and slow the vehicle until you feel the road again. 
• Avoid texting and other distractions as a pedestrian, cyclist and driver. 
• Going abroad? For more information about the roads of your specific destination,  

click here. 

ASIRT in Jordan 
Watch YouTube coverage of the event here. 
Rochelle Sobel, ASIRT founder and president, travelled 
to Jordan May 26-31 for a program sponsored by the 
Embassy of the United States. The purpose of the visit 
was to raise awareness of road safety and to highlight 
the importance of multi-sectoral cooperation. Ms. Sobel 
participated in seminars with government officials, civil 
society, the traffic department, the public security 
directorate and road safety NGOs. She was a guest 
speaker at the "Enhancing Visitors' Safety on Jordan's 

Roads" forum co-sponsored by the U.S. Embassy, Siayah Tourism Project, Ministry of Tourism & Antiquities 
and the American Chamber of Commerce. 
 
Global Road Safety Highlighted at NHTSA's Lifesavers Conference 
ASIRT participated in a panel discussion on international road safety at the Annual National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration Lifesavers Conference, held in Orlando, Florida June 14th-16th. Cathy Silberman, 
ASIRT executive director, described how ASIRT collaborates with partners worldwide to raise the profile of 
road crashes as a global health crisis. She shared best practices commonly applied and adapted to each 
country. Prevention was stressed with focuses on legislative change, increasing pedestrian visibility, helmet 
and seat-belt use, setting and enforcing speed and drink-driving limits.  
 
Celebrating Milestones in Road Safety 

 
CESJDS colleagues and Sue Zuckerman (center), 
recipient of the 2012 Aron Sobel Guardian Award 

On Tuesday, May 22nd, ASIRT hosted its annual gala at 
the Carnegie Institute for Science in Washington, DC. 
Nearly 200 guests celebrated "Milestones toward a Road 
Safe World." Attendees included representatives from 
the U.S. government and the auto industry, corporate 
and community leaders, the Charles E. Smith Jewish 
Day School community and the ASIRT Board of 
Directors. Click here to read more about the gala 
program, to view a photo gallery and to see an updated 
list of gala supporters. 

 
ASIRT milestones include the Bloomberg 
Philanthropies Road Safety in 10 countries project 
(RS10). ASIRT's role is to promote enhanced road 
safety legislation and help civil society groups to 
become more effective road safety advocates in 
Egypt, Turkey and Kenya. 
 
ASIRT continues to support the U.N.'s Decade of 
Action to prevent the projected five million deaths in 
the years 2011-2020. The Global Alliance of Road 
Safety NGOS, which ASIRT helped establish, 
provides a framework for advocacy in support of the 
Decade's five pillars: maintaining roads, designing  
safer vehicles, educating drivers about safe 
behavior, enforcing safe driving laws and improving 
emergency response time. ASIRT is coordinating a 
new project, Faces behind the Figures of Latin 
America, in collaboration with the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). The 
publication will include firsthand accounts of road 
traffic crash victims and their families and 
communities in Latin American countries, and will 
serve as an advocacy tool when addressing policy-
makers. 
 
 
 
 

Dear ASIRT friends and supporters, 
 
The summer months have brought with them many important accomplishments 
to date and I am pleased to share a few of the highlights with you. 
 

• The corporate and education communities are increasingly recognizing 
the importance of protecting their constituents  
abroad. The logistics division of Shell International Exploration  
and Production B.V. is one of ASIRT's new corporate program members 
who are utilizing ASIRT's country-specific road travel reports. Shell has 
also commissioned two new country reports. Yale University, one of 
ASIRT's Education Abroad members, has unlimited access to the RTRs 
for its faculty and students. 

• ASIRT traveled to Jordan by invitation from the U.S. Embassy in Amman 
and galvanized political decision makers and civil society to take specific 
actions to improve road safety. 
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Forum on Education Abroad 
On June 12, ASIRT participated in a panel 
discussion at the Forum on Education Abroad 
Standards of Good Practice Institute at GWU. 
Cathy Silberman, ASIRT's executive director, 
spoke to study abroad professionals on the 
importance of preparing students and faculty 
for road safety risks overseas. "Know Before 
You Go," a key component of ASIRT's travel 
resources, was emphasized. ASIRT resources 
for study abroad programs are available at 
www.asirt.org. 

Regardless of the information we present to students, we realize 
that sometimes they do not follow our advice. A big part of our 
job is to have emergency procedures in place so that we can 

respond when things don't go as planned. Georgia Tech 
combines ASIRT Road Travel Reports with other resources to 
educate and empower students to make better decisions about 

their personal safety and well-being." 
 

Lorie Johns Páulez, M.A.  
Director of Education Abroad  

Office of International Education,  
Georgia Institute of Technology 

Motorbike safety and helmet use is the focus  
of the RS10 project in Kenya. 

Recently completed pedestrian  
overpass outside of Cairo, Egypt 

ASIRT's mission is to save lives and minimize crash-related injuries by assisting travelers to manage road risks and by inspiring action 
throughout the world to improve road safety. ASIRT accomplishes this mission through education, advocacy and the creation of model 

sustainable road safety programs and partnerships worldwide. 
Donate  
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